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      I.    Introduction 

The Youth Caucus sees the Summit as an exciting, unprecedented opportunity to discuss and grasp the opportunities and address the challenges presented by vast technological change. The information and communications revolution has the potential to make our world a global community, and it is vital that the international community discuss the impact of new communications technologies on our societies, cultures, economies, political institutions and the environment, in order to realize their promise to enrich our lives.  At the same time it is critical to ensure that no one is left behind, and that the information society we build be  characterized by the principles of democracy, transparency, participation, equality and a culture of human rights.

Our recommendations are thus based on the resolutions of numerous youth forums, both within and external to the UN system, including the UNESCO Youth Forums, the World Youth Forums, the International Youth Parliament, the International Young Professionals Foundation, Youth Input to the DotForce, Youth Building Knowledge Societies, and regional forums such as the African ITU Youth Forum.

II. Youth as a major theme for WSIS

	“It is imperative that youth from all parts of the world participate actively in all relevant levels of decision - making processes because it affects their lives today and has implications on their futures. In addition to their intellectual contribution and their ability to mobilize support, they bring unique perspectives that need to be taken into account.”

                                                                                                                         Agenda 21, Chapter 25


The Youth Caucus believes that:

· Youth should be considered an additional theme within the WSIS 

· Youth concerns should be mainstreamed throughout the process.

III. Basic conditions

The Youth Caucus recognizes that basic conditions are necessary for meaningful participation in the information society. Such basic conditions include education, literacy, health, food security, sustainable energy, and peace. 

IV. Principles

The Youth Caucus envisions an information society underpinned by a commitment to the following principles:

a. Transparency

b. Democracy

c. Equality 

d. [Gender equality [should this be assumed under ‘Equality?]]
e. Human Rights

V. Access

	Points out that it is vital that any technology projects for developing countries be based on the needs of local community, who must be involved in selecting the appropriate technology and allocation of resources. 

                                                                                                                  UNESCO Youth Forum 


The Youth Caucus believes everyone should be able to participate in the emerging        information society.

In realizing this goal, WSIS must emphasize the use of the most appropriate technology available, including old media as well as new media, and ensure that the development of information and communications technologies does not exceed the ability of the local population to use or sustain them.

	Financial Support, training and facilities need to be provided at a local, national and international level in order to ensure young peoples active participation in decision-making, and development activities and programmes. 

                                                                                          Dakar Youth Employment Strategy


VI. Key themes and priorities

The Youth Caucus strongly believes that WSIS should take into account all the following aspects of the information society:

A. Social

	“ In order to empower young people and close the digital divide, it is necessary that youth understand ICT. ICT must be used as medium for the dissemination of information about such important issues as HIV/AIDS prevention and de-stigmatization, personal hygiene and maintenance of sanitary conditions, environmental problems and matters of cultural and social nature having a practical impact on the everyday life of young people.” 

                                                                                                      Dakar Youth Empowerment Strategy 


1.   Education 

a. Formal 

We recognize that the quality of basic education needs substantial improvement, and should include new information technologies.

We recommend governments provide more access to new technologies to all peoples, with special provisions for women, children and marginalized youth.

b. Informal (includes life long learning) 

We call for the enhancement of existing mass media and interconnected radio, television and Internet for improved education processes.

We recommend the creation of peer education and exchange programmes and policies to encourage and improve equitable, free and easy use of ICT in underdeveloped rural, urban and remote areas.

c. Online learning

	iEARN (International Education and Resource Network) is a non-profit that empowers teachers and students (K-12) to work together with others around the corner or in different parts of the world at very low cost through a global telecommunications network. Started in 1988, iEARN is currently active in over 90 countries. http://www.iearn.org iEARN is a perfect platform for young people to exchange their idea, thought, and culture and broaden their perspectives on various pressing issues in this world today. 


We recommend the establishment of vocational schools at a community level, the creation of Internet cafes, distance-learning centres, and other sites for online education. [we have a separate ‘brain drain’ section]
2.   Health

	ICT can be applied in health care including the use of relatively simple Internet based data management systems to exchange information such as patient records between health care professionals. Tele-medicine applications now available also make it possible to deliver health care in isolated locations.  

Source: Creating Youth Employment through ICTs best practice examples and strategies, Richard Curtain – Australia 


a. HIV/AIDS

We consider that HIV/AIDS is decimating our generation. Lack of education and information, stigmatization, and negative taboos have increased the vulnerability of youth.

We request that governments commit themselves to implementing policies that ensure free access for young people to health information, education and health sector in order to avoid HIV/AIDS.

We call upon governments and civil society to finance and support the creation and distribution of new technologies to fight HIV/Aids including new medication, female controlled methods of contraception including female condoms and micro biocides, and culturally appropriate ways to spread information about HIV/AIDS prevention.

	A Television drama promotion HIV/AIDS prevention in Laos: Care Australia, an Australian aid organization, funded the production of television drama that highlighted the effects of HIV/AIDS and promoted the use of preventative measures. The drama, which screened in prime time in Vientiane Laos, was created to entertain viewers. The plot was created to include information on safe sex and drug use and to promote the use of condoms.


b. Drugs

We affirm that drugs are very dangerous to life, that they are harmful to our personal development; they destroy health and can be fatal. We demand access to adequate information to preventive education.

We consider the prominent role of media in our lives. We recall and expect from them objective and reliable information and a meaningful participation in prevention, [and vigilance on their part so that we are not exposed to advertising or to messages, which condone drugs, addicts. [this needs further discussion, the way it is written could be fodder for dangerous forms of censorship.]  At the same time we want to tread cautiously when the rights of indigenous peoples and other cultural groups to use mind altering substances for traditional ritual purposes are concerned. In addition, we are alarmed by the practices of some governments in using drug laws to criminalize, prosecute, and incarcerate large numbers of ethnic minority youth. We believe that treatment and education, not incarceration, is a more appropriate response. 
3.   Peace

a. Cross-cultural communication

We recognize that peace is not just an absence of war, but also a state of mind, individual and collective, a social, cultural, political and economic harmony. We need to favor intercultural dialogue, which should be among civilizations, to empower minorities and fight marginalization and exclusion.

We recommend using media as a tool for creating change. Mass media including  radio, TV, newspapers, and the Internet are forms by which information can be shared. They are valuable as they can educate and mobilise people, and are widespread and popular. The Internet can be used in some communities to promote culture and boost economies through tourism and trade.

In terms of cross-cultural communication, we also note troubling tendencies in the western media in terms of the way they report about the developing countries. Major western media tend to emphasize only the negative aspects of life in the developing world, which creates a lot of biases between people. In extreme cases this leads not only to misunderstanding and lack of correct knowledge but also to bias, racism, and cultural conflict. We therefore recommend greater cooperation between western media and local, national, and regional media networks in the developing world, in order to facilitate more of a two-way information flow and more emphasis on positive news from the developing world.
b. War and conflicts reporting

	Cyberpeace http://www.cyberpeace.org uses a summer computer camp as a mechanism to bring together young people from the Middle East to work and learn together.

                                                                                       Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies


We recommend that information and statistics be provide on production, distribution, circulation and effects of small arms and landmines. This information can be used to lobby at the local level, whether the targets of the lobbying are arms-producers, people bearing arms, victim of landmines, or people unaware of these issues.

We also insist that the rights of journalists and of all people to report and disseminate information, using any media, be especially respected during conflicts. These rights should be inviolate at all times but are crucial during war, violent conflict, and nonviolent protest.

We recognize that the use of media can be both positive and negative in post conflict building. Thus, there needs to be an emphasis on objective or unbiased journalism.

	“Access to information technology provides a way for young people to find out information about the conflict they are surrounded by. But access to the media can also give people a powerful weapon in changing the course of armed conflict.”

                                                                              International Youth parliament Agenda Papers


c. Militarization of Communications
We are concerned by the increasing intersection between communications technology and the military sector. For example, by far the most money in space communications research, development and deployment is being spent on military applications. We think that WSIS should make it a point to encourage governments to decrease public subsidy for arms manufacture and instead spend money directly on developing peaceful communications tools and applications.
4.   Privacy
We note that new communications technologies also have implications for our privacy rights. We are concerned both about the deployment of new surveillance technologies and the erosion of protections against existing forms of surveillance. 
In the realm of privacy, we point out with concern the spread of data-mining techniques and the growing global market in personal information, including the sale and resale of personal records such as individual profiles, purchase and transaction data, and medical information. 
These new technologies, methods of surveillance, and the sale of personal data are of concern not only in terms of their use by national governments, but also increasingly by corporations and by private individuals.

 We therefore encourage the study and development of comprehensive privacy policies both at the national and international level. This would include policy limiting the legal surveillance powers of transnational bodies, states, corporations, and individuals, and regulating the markets in personal information.
B.   Cultural 
	Sulinet, the Hungarian SchoolNet Program, has created opportunities for ethnic Hungarian abroad to keep in touch with their culture in Hungary. 

                                                     Source: Youth Input to Global Knowledge Partnership DOTforce


1.    Cultural Diversity and Local content

a. Local Content  

We encourage the local production of educational and ICT content and access to content.

We emphasize the potential for ICT’s to serve as a vehicle for young people to practice and nature their cultures. Global knowledge allows young people to define who they are by comparing and contrasting themselves with others. It can foster a greater respect for the wide variety of local knowledge bases and customs, thus helping to maintain cultural diversity.

We believe that ICTs may be used not only to import technological know-how from overseas but may be used to record and spread traditional know-how (for example: medicinal knowledge of Indigenous communities, etc.)

b. Multilingualism

	India offers several examples of web-based support for multilingual publishing on the web. India’s Centre for Development of Advanced Computing has recently launched a multilingual webware program called iLEAP-ISP. A multilingual word processor with internet and email support in Indian languages. 


We call for improved access to education and information of a variety of languages.

We call for financial and infrastructure support for further development of interpretation software in order to enhance the ability to translate into a variety of languages.

	The Kothmale Internet Community Radio project in Sri Lanka provide rural populations with information from the internet by supplementing the small number of internet access points with the relatively large number of radios: listeners request information from the Net, which the radio station downloads, translates into local languages and broadcasts on daily radio programme. (Netaid).


c. Indigenous

We recognize that people should be able to  represent themselves on their own terms. This could be done through existing indigenous media associations by creating alliances with international Indigenous media associations to form a support network to exchange programmes.

	“Technology can increase marginalization, or it can be a tool for empowerment. In Canada for example, while many young Indigenous people have shielded away from information technology, the Internet has also provided a space for meeting, sharing experiences and asserting ownership in cyberspace. An example of this is the Aboriginal Youth Network www.ayn.org“

                                                                           International Youth Parliament Final Communique


2.   Pornography and exploitation, in particular of young women

We are concerned with the burgeoning online trade in pornographic material that exploits children and young women. We call for an increase in information and media coverage of issues related to girls and young women at local and international levels, using traditional and modern media. It is necessary to introduce information on skills and content related to sex education, family life education and human rights at all levels.

	“The media has a crucial role to play in the eradication of the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Media personnel should endeavour to make provisions for airtime, print space, cyberspace that would educate the general public about commercial sexual exploitation of children and related issues and facilitate the effective participation of young people.”

                                                                           Appeal of Children and Young People at 2nd World Congress Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, Yokohoma December 2002


 C.    Economic      

 1.    Sustainable Livelihoods

	Youth are earning a living through ventures that allow them to merge their social values with ICT and enterprise skills. In the process they are helping to promote sustainable development and create opportunities for others in their communities. 

                                                                                      Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies 


We recognize a number of cases where ICTs are being used as a tool for creating sustainable livelihoods with particular issues including employment and entrepreneurship, developing skills and sharing knowledge through internship and sharing experiences through global networking projects.

	The Committee to Democratise Information Technology (CDI) http://www.cdi.org.br based in Brazil, is promoting citizenship, literacy, ecology, health, human rights, and non-violence through its computer science and citizenship schools. The Committee was set up by then, 25 year old Rodrigo Baggio and has created 117 computer schools, which have trained 32,000 young people. The program received initial from Ashoka, a non-profit venture capital foundation.

                                                                                       Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies


We recommend ICT-related employment opportunities for young people, which are illustrated in five best practice principals: 

- Promoting youth entrepreneurship, 

- Promoting public-private partnership, 

- Targeting vulnerable groups of young people, 

- Bridging the gaps between the digital economy and the informal sector and 

- Putting young people in charge. 

We note that this concept includes other characteristics such as meaningful work, meeting basic needs, health, security, and living within an equitable and just society. 

	In Nigeria, the Green Dream Foundation is striving to inculcate the next generation of African youth with appropriate business, information technology and environmental management skills. Their biggest project is building “Green Centres” – multipurpose centres consisting of library, cyber-café, recycling and environmental information unit, training halls, business information units and a vocational training centre. 

                                                                                          Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies


2.    Brain-drain

We recognize that developing skills in ICTs is crucial to future economic development and can be used to combat the brain drain by opening up new opportunities for young people.

We recommend that brain drain should be addressed, by increasing the quality of education and possibilities for advancement in developing countries. 
3. ICT sweatshops (production, services and de-assembly)

We strongly recommend that the discussion of ICTs bear in mind the fundamental fact
that hardware has to be produced by someone, somewhere, and that once it
is no longer working it must be disposed of by someone, somewhere. 

We are concerned by the evidence that many manufacture, assembly, and de-assembly subcontractors engage in unscrupulous labour practices that directly affect workers in these industries, who in many areas tend to be between the ages of 15 and 25. Such negative practices include illegally low wages, long hours, failure to comply with safety regulations, and exposure to toxic fumes and materials.  These problems are worst in the de-assembly industry, which is more likely to be located in the countries of the South.
[see “Recycling Poison: inside China’s e-waste workshops,” at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2002/disposable_planet/waste/chinese_workshop/
“Photo journalist Jeroen Bouman gets a rare glimpse inside the illegal Chinese workshops where young teenagers work long hours amid noxious fumes, recycling computers from the US and Europe. The industry has turned four villages in Guiyu, Guangdong province, into toxic waste tips.”]
We believe that there are alternatives to the current division of labour in the ‘information society,’ where young people from the 2/3 world (the global South plus poor and marginalized groups in the North) toil to produce and later dispose of the technological tools and toys enjoyed by young people in the 1/3 world (the global North plus Southern elites), often under dangerous conditions and for wages that would never allow them to purchase these tools for themselves, their families or their communities.   
4. Investment [NOTE: this is a really big can of worms. Youth Caucus is going to have to really look at this carefully...there are a lot of perspectives on this one...]
An open environment that is conducive to invest would go a long way towards helping young people in the ICT sector. Some argue that Liberalization and fair competition, tax breaks, low tariffs and other incentives would make for higher level of investment in the economy. Others note that these strategies:

- Further tilt the already vastly uneven playing field away from local enterprise, skewing markets in favor of giant multinationals with proven records of human rights and environmental abuse.

- Have in fact resulted in even greater wealth disparity both between nations and within nations (including ‘wealthy’ nations like the US).

- Encourage the creation of an offshore data processing sector that, rather than boosting local economies over the long run, tends to mirror the long-established garment sweatshops in Export Processing Zones (tax-free zones) in terms of: long hour, low-pay, little to no skill or technology transfer, and most importantly: instability in the long run, since poor nations end up competing with each other to offer larger and larger incentives, for longer and longer periods of time, in a ‘race to the bottom’ for lower wages, more extensive tax exemptions, etc.
- Create a situation where vast amounts of foreign speculative capital can rapidly move into and out of national and regional economies, leading to massive economic crisis such as that currently taking place in Argentina.

We note, however, that information technologies can also be used to help regulate and control these problems. For example, the Tobin Tax initiative points out that, while “$1.2 trillion is exchanged on world markets every day. Over 80% is speculative. When currency traders turn on the economy of a developing country they can do enormous damage throwing millions of people into poverty,” however, a tiny (0.1%) tax on currency transactions, enabled and automated through IT, would work against widespread short-term currency speculation, “calm financial markets, protect developing countries and generate billions of dollars which could be used to eradicate global poverty.”

[see http://www.waronwant.org]
5. Regulation

We also believe that something must be done to ensure that regulatory bodies remain independent from external influences.  ?

We are troubled by the lack of democratic mechanisms to control regulatory bodies such as ICANN, originally intended to be governed by a tripartite board representing government, industry, and internet users, but increasingly aligned with corporate interests alone. 

We also encourage, in the wake of the largest case of telecom related corporate theft in history (Worldcom, et. al.), the establishment of regulatory bodies that are democratically acountable, insulated from corporate influence, and given the teeth to actually enforce recommendations. Self-regulation is not working in the IT sector any more than it has in other sectors.
6. E-commerce

Local e-commerce may open more significant livelihood opportunities for young people than international e-commerce. Small-scale e-commerce networks and ICT- enabled small and medium enterprises provide young people with the opportunity to develop professionally without having to relocate large distances from their families and support networks. 

	The TeleMart Project, partly funded by the European Union, brings together a number of for-profit and non-profit organisations with the intension of developing a trans-European on-line work agency for teleworkers. The access ICT in CEE is enabling young people from remote areas of the region to have access to employment opportunities otherwise not available. 

                                         Source: Youth Input to Global Knowledge Partnership DOTforce Report


7. Intellectual property / Information commons

While we recognize the need for intellectual property rights, we are concerned about the extension of such rights in unprecedented ways that encroach on the information commons. For example, biotech firms gaining patent rights to genetic code of indigenous medicines; media companies enforcing control over what previously would have been considered fair use of material (including, in one notorious case, the song ‘happy birthday;’) patents on human genes, etc. etc. . . we want to stop the erosion of the knowledge commons, and we insist that the notion of fair use and public, collective, information and knowledge property be maintained and extended.

a. Patents [we need to add something here]
b. Fair use

We recognize that ICTs can only become tools for social development if they address the complex challenge of improving the lives of the least privileged and most needy around the world. The success of these technologies as development tools, should be measured not only in terms of sheer numbers of connecting individuals but also in terms of access, appropriateness of available information, and usefulness of the information. 

c. Open Source
We recommend improvement in the quality and access of education and ICT by means of giving priority to education and ICT and waving of taxes on ICT materials intended for free community use.

We believe that open source software holds great potential for improving access to technology since among other things, it reduce the cost of running information technology.

We propose increased education about the benefits of open source, incentives to implement it and promote the use of open source software as a free and equitable form of technology.
8. Content Dumping

Content dumping is also known by the term 'information subsidy;' it refers to the practice by multinational media companies that are horizontally integrated with both production and distribution where content (for example, a TV show) produced in the North is sold far below cost to stations or networks in the South, resulting in the inability of Southern media industries to provide content of comparable production value at competitive prices. At the same time, Northern markets remain closed to Southern media products, while Southern national support for media production increasingly faces threats of sanction under the WTO. This situation can be thought of as parallel to agriculture, for example, except that where the hypocrisy of Northern subsidy of agribusiness for export combined with attack on Southern subsidized production has come under increasing pressure, content dumping is still mostly as a problem only by Southern nations.
We therefore hope that the WSIS would encourage Northern media distributors to open to content produced in the South as well as by internally marginalized communities, and would recognize the validity of national policies designed to support a diversity of local content production.
D.   Political

1.    Global governance

	In Cyprus, young people from both sides of the Green Line dividing the capital city have met online to see if they could work together and make computer access/internet easier for all in order to “prove to the politicians that we can live together”. The Internet allowed the young people to organize a meeting in a neutral zone in early February 2000. 

                                                                                      Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies 


We recommend creating government and private partnerships, global cooperation and regional strategies to promote ICT in education.

We call for an increase in technical, material and financial support through the establishment of an educational and ICT fund, which promotes North - South and South - South cooperation, national, national regional and international networking, and government and private partnerships of ICT training centre.

	“We demand that the current world order be revised by searching for practical ways to integrate the millions of people who lack access to resources, are not politically represented and are willing to participate in the social and economic development process.”

                                                                            Youth Declaration, UNESCO Youth Forum


2.   Youth Participation

	We reiterate the call for national governments to include youth representatives, selected by youth in an open and democratic manner, in their delegations to the United National General Assembly and all other intergovernmental meetings. The United Nations Youth Unit, with the assistance of youth organisations experienced in these areas, should serve as a clearing-house for information for youth organisations to lobby their governments for these youth representatives’ positions. 

                                                                                                   Dakar Youth Employment Strategy


a. Increasing discussion between government and youth

We recommend that each country should, in consultation with its youth communities, establish a process to promote dialogue between the youth community and government at all levels and to establish mechanisms that permit youth access to information and provide them with opportunity to present their perspectives on government decisions.

	“ Young People in all countries are both a major human resource for development and key agents for social change, economic development and technological innovations. Their imagination, ideals, considerable energies and vision are essential for the continuing development of the societies in which they live. Thus there is special need for new impetus to be given to the design and implementation of youth policies and programmes at all levels.”

                                                         Stated in World Program of Action for Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond adopted by United National General Assembly in 1995.


b. Awareness and understanding of decision-making process

We recommend each country and the United Nations to support the promotion and creation of mechanisms to involve youth representation in all United Nations processes in order to influence these processes including WSIS.

We call governments to include youth representatives in their delegations to international meetings, in accordance with the relevant General Assembly resolution adopted in 1968,1977,1985 and 1989.

c. Enhancing transparency, including in government resource management.

The United Nations system should improve its way of communicating, with youth organisations guaranteeing that any meeting or consultation fulfils the criteria of being affordable, respecting the existing democratic and legitimate channels of youth, and should grantee implementation and evaluation. 

3.   Free and pluralistic information

a. Media ownership (concentration in either state or corporate hands)
We strongly believe that Governments, the private sector, and civil society are all stakeholders in the question of media ownership. The increasingly oligopolistic concentration of media ownership in corporate hands raises concerns and questions for young people, just as state monopoly control of media does.
“Media ownership has undergone a radical shift during the last decade. A handful of international and regional media corporations – AOL-Time Warner, News Corporation, General Electric, Sony, Vivendi, Viacom, Televisa, Globo and Clarín, along with a few others, now control vast sections of the media market. For example, close to 35% of newspaper circulation in the UK belongs to Rupert Murdoch’s News Corporation. Silvio Berlusconi controls three of Italy’s four private broadcasting stations and has recently appointed a friend of his to head the public broadcasting station, RAI.  This trend towards media concentration is linked to the spread of neo-liberal economics, technological developments and the emergence of global and regional agreements on multi-lateral trade. In fact it mirrors the pattern of global economics in which 225 of the richest people have a combined wealth equal to the annual income of the world’s 2.5 billion poorest people.

“What happens when media ownership is concentrated to this extent within and across media sectors?

“The emphasis on profit-oriented, advertising-fuelled content has already led to a decline in the range of options available and a loss of space for informed debate. Media content, media channels and distribution systems are in the hands of a handful of corporations. There are threats to the current system that oversees ownership and allocation of Internet domain names. Even the audiovisual spectrum, which is public property, is under siege from commercial interests. As a result, ordinary people are denied access to independent media channels and alternative visions of economic, political and social futures.”
[from http://cris.comunica.org/documents/issues/ownership.rtf]

We think that the WSIS should be an opportunity to discuss the questions:

-What needs to be done to achieve a more level playing field in media ownership? 

-What role ought the state to play in regulating media ownership?

-What kind of media ownership leads to the development of people-friendly cultural environments?
b. Community Media

We strongly emphasise the need of  real committment  in supporting community media. Many UN bodies (UNESCO, WHO, FAO, and others) support community media initiatives, from radio stations, to street theater, to telecentres, to press networks and more. We believe that young people are producing some of the most exciting and dynamic forms of community media, and we hope that the WSIS will be a forum that will result in increased commitment to youth media efforts around the world, both in word and in concrete proposals and goals. This support should come from national governments, international bodies, the private sector and civil society alike.

c. Censorship of information

4. 
Import Technology & Technological Dumping 

We acknowledge the fact that transferring the essential expertise associated with the capabilities of more developed nations to the lesser-developed nations, who require it for accelerated industrialisation. Import technology can be advantageous as it saves time, money and energy by skipping various technological stages to reach the present level of development. 

We are concerned about the political strings, that are attached with Import technology; obsolete technology (outdated technology) that is dumped to the 3rd world countries; dependency of these 3rd world countries to the developed countries; and the restriction of sharing technological know-how. 

	 “Providing older computers to developing countries may be useful, but it may also create difficulties, especially where older computers cannot use email communication and software compatible with that used in developed countries.” 
                                                                       International Youth Parliament Final Communique


E.     Environmental

	In Venezuela, the Aliance Anillo Verde relays important email messages dealing with environment and indigenous issues to communities equipped with 40-meter band radios powered with automobile batteries. 

                                                                                  Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies 


1.  Energy

We believe technology is not just about information technology but also other forms such as sustainable energy sources.

2.  Technology waste

We recognize the ecological debt of the North to the South, sustainable development indicators, that adequately measure environmental services and that take into account the current eco-systems of the countries in the South.

We call for a halt to the exportation of the waste and polluting consumer’s products.
[see C.3: ICT Sweatshops, above, for information especially on toxic waste and health problems resulting from electronics de-assembly.]  
VII. Youth involvement in the WSIS 

Moving forward, in integrating the above themes into the WSIS agenda, as well as implementing the Action Plan, a wide variety of young people need to be involved:

1.   Young people who are innovators in communications

	The Best practice examples show that ICT offers a number of opportunities for young people to become self-employed or to start up a small enterprise due to the specialists IT skills they are more likely to have. Therefore, young people could be encouraged by governments to view self-employment in ICT related activities as a viable option. Governments or preferably NGO’s run by young people could publicise case studies could act as valuable role models for young people, presenting them with an image of success and achievement.

             Source: Creating Youth Employment through ICTs best practice examples and strategies, Richard Curtain – Australia


a. Young entrepreneurs

	In Tunisia, it was noted that 400 cyber cafés and cyber-bars were largely managed by young people who previously been without jobs. Governments, private sectors and NGO’s were urged to likewise trust the youth, involve them and support their start-up programmes in business with credit, training and advisory services, despite their lack of experience. 

                                                                                                                 Source: Youth Focus Group 


b.
Youth social movements

2.  Young people who are excluded from information and communications technologies.

a. Indigenous

b. Ethnic minorities

c. Those from the south

d. Sexual orientations

e. Illiterate youth

f. Working youth

g. Youth with disabilities

	TARAhaat http://www.tarahaat.com a portal and online market for rural India aims to create jobs for numerous unemployed youth by offering additional services like delivering of ordered good etc. It covers three crucial aspects of ICT: rural connectivity, local content and access, and fulfilment It also promotes sustainable livelihoods. 

This project has also increased the opportunities of physically disabled and the franchisees, as well are improved access to education for rural girls. 


We call upon future Word Youth Forum to lead by example and remove the causes of marginalization and provide access to services for youth with Disabilities. 

Also, child soldiers, refugees, migrants, young offenders and vulnerable youth  

	It is critical to consider all community members when developing access points to ICT. A wide number of factors can influence people’s abilities to make use of the telecents in different countries – e.g. many people have affected by war and conflict, the most sever cases of refugees, they have extremely limited access to ICT. 

                                                          Source: Youth Building Knowledge Societies 


	 To Develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work  

                                                                 United Nations Millennium Declaration 


The above recommendations have been taken from: 

1. Former youth declarations/recommendations/working papers: 

· United Nations Millennium Declaration

· Youth Building Knowledge Societies

· Dakar Youth Employment Strategy 

· Youth Focus Group

· Creating Youth Employment through ICTs best practice examples and strategies, Richard Curtain – Australia

· Youth Building Knowledge Societies

· International Youth Parliament Final Communique

· World Program of Action for Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond adopted by United - National General Assembly in 1995.

· Youth Input to Global Knowledge Partnership DOTforce Report

· Appeal of Children and Young People at 2nd World Congress Against Commercial - - Sexual Exploitation of Children, Yokohoma December 2002

· Youth Declaration, UNESCO Youth Forum

· International Youth parliament Agenda Papers

· UNESCO Youth Forum

· Agenda 21, Chapter 25

· International Young Professionals Foundation
· Communication Rights in the Information Society, Youth Issue Paper
2. Inputs from the WSIS Youth Caucus – Prep Com1 

This Declaration has been endorsed by: 

1. Communication Rights in the Information Society (CRIS) 

2. Etic Nord-Sud (Geneva) 

3. AMARC-Africa 

4. African Women’s Development and Communication Network (FEMNET) 

5. Carrefour Mondial Internet Citoyen 

6. World Association of World Radio Broadcasters 

7. African Centre for Women, Information and Communications Technology 

8. Association for Progressive Communications 

9. Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) 

10. Global Community Networking Partnership (GCNP) 

11. Pacific Telecommunications Council 

12. Cooperation Solidarite Development de PPT (CSDPTT) – France 

13. Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility (CPSR) 

14. Nile Basin Society (NBS) - Jean Bigagaza (bigagaza@yahoo.fr) 

15. Mandat International - Jeroen Van Hove (wcsf_vanhove@yahoo.com) 

16. ALAI Ginebiz - Eduardo Tamayo (mencho02@bluewin.ch) 

17. ALER, Evis Davila lucho@ojev.org 

18. Olivica Marino (APC) olivi@laveta.apc.org 

19. Foundation for Media Alternatives alalegre@fma.ph 

20. Izumi Aizu/GLOCOM izumi@anr.org 

21. Association Tunisienne des Services Universels des Telecommunications atusut@yahoo.fr 

22. ATUCOM atucom@planet.tu 

23. AMARC S. Buckler steve@commedia.org.ch 

24. Consumer Federation of America

25. Marina – marinac@stanford.edu
26. Julia – sunny_liya@yahoo.com.sq
27. Benjamin Palafox – bpalaf@hotmail.com
28. Dr. A. Peter – petergedo@hotmail.com 

29. Badhan – absadue@yahoo.com 

30. Djameel Mosareb – djameel_m@yahoo.com 

31. Sagita Gouhden – shagita_g@hotmail.com
32. Sipepelo Guso – sipepelo@dcafnca.net 

33. Eugenia – Eugenia@eugeneteo.net 

34. Sigit Andhi Rahman – emsigitar@yahoo.com
35. Siva Kumar – cva16@hotmail.com
36. Kim Phaik Lah – citanet@pd.jaring.my
37. khdirul Anwdr El Syazslli B. Musa – syazalli@hotmail.com
38. Norzri B. Mokhtar (MBNJ) – norzri@johordt.com
39. khalid M. Farouk – khalid farouk@yahoo.com
40. Youth Vision’s – Tan Yoke Han – mletan@eybrway.com.sg
41. Alla Mohmad – bitalsateer@hotmail.com
42. Nischal Kauk – nish_kur@hotmail.com
43. Syed Fid Syah – edi1938@unifar.edid.my
44. Mohd. Azlee Samad – azlee_samad@yahoo.com
45. Michelle Proctor

46. Shazlin Abdul Ghani – sag100481@hotmail.com
47. Ravin Azowrni – vinaloweni@yahoo.com
48. Marina Ahmad – marijuana@elcuo.com
49. Young Women’s Christian Association - Chrislind Lionel chrislind2002@yahoo.com
50. Young Women’s Christian Association - Sejal Mehta – sejaljm@yahoo.com
51. Petra Gimbad – petramg@cared.com
52. P. Nagaraja – kbbtmerlimau@hotmail.com
53. Gunalan – g4u2c@hotmail.com
54. Ghazali Sin Abdullah – srighazali@hotmail.com
55. Datin Zaharah Alatas – zarasein@hotmail.com  - http://www.ncwo.org.my
56. Arif Rashid – ariflee@hotmail.com
57. Rasheed M. Imthiyaz – imthiyaz@dialogsl.net
58. Kennth Yu Kern San yukernsan@netscape.net
59. Stanley Law = stanleyisl@yahoo.com
60. Naguli B Chowdhury – naguibo1@hotmail.com
61. Nishal Mauani – Nishal8@hotmail.com
62. S. Krishna – krish_32@hotmail.com
63. Mufizah Moslim – mufizah@mail.com
64. Gention Krosniqi – genti3596@yahoo.com
65. Karisma – karisma@yahoogroups.com
66. Hemin Mustafha – hemin78@yahoo.com
67. Madi Mahiam – mbmadi@tm.net.my
68. National Institute of Peace and Development – Prof. Ranganatha J – nipdo1@yahoo.com
69. Dr. J. VasanthaKumari – hkraff@md2.vsnl.net.in
70. Parlin Dungan Puriza – ptmkm@indosat.net.id
71. Zafira Zainul Abidin – zafirazainulabidin@yahoo.com
72. Osman Mohiadin Mollim – osmanmoullim@yahoo.com
73. Alhas Mohammad Fazlulh Akvis – jts@dhaka.agni.com
